Catering Officers Region East (C.O.R.E.)
[image: image1.jpg]/
‘.:mc
2

\\m
//R



[image: image2.emf]Minutes

2nd June 2019
Held at
Hawkesbury FCC
The meeting was opened a 10.09am 

The meeting was chaired by Nan Brown who welcomed everyone, and thanked Adam and his crew for hosting and catering for the day.
Minutes:  Dianne Cree  
Present:  Region East - Matthew O’Donnell  - Blue Mountains - D.Lynch, K.Lynch, P.Jones  - Macarthur – H. Myers  – Northern Beaches -  Jenni Thompson, Carole Hocking, Dianne Cree. -  Hornsby/Ku-ring-gai  -  John Tibbitts, John Williams.  -  Chair - Nan Brown ( life  member) -  Hawkesbury- A. Rutter, V. Mepham.  
Apologies:  Liz Fisher,  John  Macdonald ( treasurer),  Jan Parish, Vince  Buda,  Beverley Marshall,  Linden Dryburgh,      Fiona Griffith,  Carol Blackwell, Fay Hawkins, Jim. Armstrong,  Annette Webb, Ulsula Cuppitt, Andrew Kennard.
Noted that the minutes of the previous meeting, held on 18th November 2018 at Lower Hunter FCC had been circulated.  Amendments: Page 4 Mrs. Macarthur’s Chair, to read Mrs. Macquarie’s Chair.  Agreed.  
Moved : John Williams, Seconded: Adam Rutter that the minutes be accepted. Agreed.
Minutes of the 2018 AGM to be accepted at the next AGM
Correspondence  In:

Di Cree  forwarded  the Minutes from a Division 4  RFSA  meeting.  Noting an investigation by RFSA  was  to take place regarding general welfare , meals and accommodation at the recent fires in the north due to a number of complaints.
Correspondence Out:
Noted:  Nan Brown had sent a copy of the Vehicle Register to Matthew O’Donnell, Region East.

Treasurer’s Report:  
Noted that the final Audit Report for the last AGM has not been carried out as John Macdonald has not been well during the last 9 months. Agreed that the financial reports be forwarded to Mr. S Green, Auditor, who will be able  to attend to the statements ASAP.  Moved John Williams, Seconded Jenni Thompson .
April 1st, 2019 Balance  $4974.75.  Report accepted
General Business:
Experiences regarding strike teams at the fires up North and the large HR at Holsworthy.

Adam stated there was a need for each Region to have a list of local suppliers for catering emergency purposes. Nan pointed out that a similar recommendation had been made after the 1998 storm damage emergency, but the issue had not been addressed and so preceded no further. Jenni pointed out that when emergencies happened there was an immediate need to activate catering requirements within hours, not days. Nan commented that Catering Brigades appeared to be the bottom of logistics.
Jenni commented on the recent Holsworthy HR when Northern Beaches had arrived with 600 sandwiches for distribution at lunch time.  Eskies were just left on the side of the road. Adam pointed out Victoria’s good organization during their large fires.  There was a need to pay suppliers within 72 hrs.  Jenni pointed out that the freezers from Glendenning needed to be released quickly.  Adam added that freezers were not to be found there. Nan stated that it was essential to come up with a programs and solutions and to get more Catering members organized across the State plus essential to have folders prepared with details about suppliers.  Jenni stated that Northern Beaches would have been prepared to take hot meals to Holsworthy and not just sandwiches.
Adam stated that one supplier had charged $30.00 per head for a roll, fruit and juice.  Jenni added that it now seemed the RFS was favouring to utilise   the Salvation Army as a primary choice – leaving the Catering Brigade empty.
Peter explained that the Blue Mountains Catering Group had been amalgamated with Communications and Support and the Catering Truck had been sold.

It was thought CORE should prepare some recommendations, providing also as a model for future fires.  There had to be the right starting point. John W asked the ideas be circulated and brought up at the next meeting.  Agreed , that Nan, Adam and Jenni should formulate ideas for the next meeting.  Note: Training also to be considered. 

Peter asked if it was possible to obtain a list of the gear at Glendenning.

Nan pointed out that in the past there had been various CORE Meetings when an expo had been held featuring suppliers of food and equipment who had presented their latest gear and food lines.
Jenni commented on the many different diets requiring special attention for fire fighters in the field and at training sessions now explained the arrival of new red and blue Eskies would be used would be used by Northern Beaches RFS. She also recommended the BBQ trailer was ready to be used at any time.

Dianne Cree and John Williams were awarded Life Membership in CORE in acknowledgement .  Following the presentation it was declared time for morning tea, being 11 am. 
The meeting resumed at 11.25 am

Further General Business:

Northern Beaches agreed to hold the CORE meeting on 22 March 2020.
John Williams agreed to stand in as “Public Officer” due to John Macdonald’s illness. Everyone agreed.

EMERGENCY CARE TALK:
Nan provided a very comprehensive  one hour talk on Emergency Care and procedures which was illustrated with a downloaded app from her mobile phone.  One point was to ensure that firefighters were being provided with a litre of suitable liquid per hour on the fire ground. (Not sports drinks)  Also noted salt for use on leeches and Vaseline to smother ticks.
The meeting adjourned for lunch at 12.30 pm

On returning it was Brigade Report time:
HORNSBY / KU-RING-GAI:   John Tibbitts reported that the Catering Brigade was installing a walk-in Freezer.  The Brigade has also been advised of the replacement of their old PC with a new vehicle.  Sadly a number of our members had experienced health problems with cancer and other age-related conditions .
Our group would like to know more about the operations of other Catering Brigades and especially what food is served?  Who decides of the type of food? How is it produced? How is it delivered? How is it costed? How is it charged? How is it reimbursed?  Any other districts helped or used?

Our Brigade is looking at installing a Commercial Combi Oven.

MACARTHUR:   Had prepared 344 meals and supplied 822 refreshments.  Crew hours were 198. Attended 3 house fires and 11 training sessions.  Also supported at the Camden Show

NORTHERN BEACHES:    Jenni reported that 1,000 ANZAC biscuits had been made for Morning Tea provided by the Catering Brigade at a Dawn Service held locally on ANZAC Day.
A social club has been started to meet everyone in a social atmosphere on a Friday evening, about every 3 months at the Terrey Hills Tavern.

A recruitment program was underway to boost the numbers on our monthly roster.  However it was struggle to get volunteers from the membership to become crew leaders.
It has been a very quiet summer with very few fires locally and minimal HRs

BLUE MOUNTAINS:   Rosemary Mann (Catering Captain) prepared the following report.
To date this year we have catered for approximately 856 meals for training courses alone, from Winmalee through to Blackheath.  This includes working out the logistics of getting meals from a third party, and delivering same.  We seem to do this as we are extremely limited in numbers and time, and since we are paid actuals only, we do try to reserve our energies and not exhaust everyone plus support our local businesses. 

We have also been called in regularly by the NSW Police locally to personal undertaking line searches or rescues.

HRs are taking place this this weekend so Eskies will be packed ready for delivery. Unfortunately, again we do not have enough resources to turn out multiple salad boxes such as Hawkesbury can do, or even do meals on the spot off MFK. But I would love to have the quantities involved   (Please Adam & Vanessa!) to do these salads just in case I can scare up enough people to assist in the preparation.
At a recent Award Presentation in the Blue Mountains, it was very pleasing to see Marg Kennedy get her 10 year Long Service Medal for 14 years service.  Marg is going to take time out and do a bit of travelling around Australia with her husband, John.  She will be missed.
And again, my thanks to Peter, Kath and Don for representing the Blue Mountains at these meetings.

HAWKESBURY:  Adam commented that there had been a few burns and they had catered for NPWS as well, plus there had been training days.  Crews have attended 3 structure fires in the previous month. Crews have been sent to Victoria, Northern NSW and Tasmania.

MEETING CLOSE:  
Nan thanked Adam for his hospitality and lunch and requested he pass on the meeting’s thanks to the Catering Brigade members.  Nan also announced that a new Operation Brief would be circulated shortly detailing the new Regional Areas within NSW.

FUTURE MEETING DATES AND LOCATIONS.

                                                25TH August 2019 incl. AGM  -    Macarthur – Middleton Catering Station

                                               10th November 2019                -     Gosford FCC  Kariong
                                               22nd March 2020                       -     Northern Beaches FCC Terrey Hills
